Gustav Rucker
January 8, 1916 - January 14, 2020

Gustav Rucker, of Deerfield Beach, FLA, passed away peacefully at the age of 104 on
January 14 in Center Valley, PA. Originally from the Steinway area of Astoria, NY, Gus was
the son of the late Johann and Anna Layh Rucker.
His long life was well lived, with a marriage of 66 years to the late Irene Rucker. Gus was
an avid bowler, tennis player, pinochle player, and golfer. He was active into his last years,
enjoying daily walks around the pond at Sacred Heart Senior Living.
Gus had a long career at Best Foods, working for over 46 years. He advanced from office
boy to process innovator to worldwide oil systems specialist. In this position, Gus brought
his expertise to oil refinery design throughout North and South America and parts of Asia.
After retiring, he loved living in Florida and spending the winter months sitting on the
beach with Irene in the warm sun. When he was visiting up north, he was the loyalist of
fans as he proudly cheered on his grandchildren at baseball games, basketball games,
football games, track meets and other activities.
Gus loved his family, reading the daily newspaper, and watching sports on TV. He enjoyed
eating, especially traditional Austrian/German foods, always with an ice-cold beer in hand.
His quiet and content nature touched the hearts of every one he met.
He is survived by sons Daniel and his wife Mary Beth and Norman and his wife Nancy;
grandchildren Kathryn, Amy and Brian Rucker, Kerrin Noller and Daniel Rucker; great
grandchildren Hannah and Megan Kane, Nicholas, Haley and Tyler Attard, Emily and
Henry Gustav Rucker and Charlotte and Jack Noller.
Visitation will be held on Friday, January 17, 2020 from 10-11:30 a.m. at Connell Funeral
Home, 245 E. Broad St. Bethlehem, PA 18018. A funeral service will follow at 11:30 a.m.
in the funeral home. Burial will be held at Holy Saviour Cemetery.
Heartfelt thanks go out to his caregivers at Sacred Heart, Family Pillars Hospice, and Dr.

W. Timothy Scharle for their personal and compassionate care.
In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the Bethlehem Area
Public Library in his name.
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Comments

“

Gus will be missed.
Gus and I (Karen, from Sacred Heart Senior Living Activities Department) shared so
many great times. I remember meeting Gus by way of his poster in his room which
read: I'm not 100. I'm 18 with 82 years of experience.
I knew the playful and fun-loving personality of Gus from Day One.
I will never forget Gus licking lollipops during joke time and him bantering with me as
i said I hadn't licked a lollipop in 25 years. Gus chimed in, "That's nothing! I haven't
licked a lollipop in 95 years!!!"
Another time I gave Gus a fortune cookie which read: Keep your plans secret for
now. Gus responded, "I better not wait too long!" Still another day his fortune cookie
said: Never be less than you dream, to which Gus walked back to his bed and said,
"I'm going back sleep. I was dreaming of Marilyn Monroe."
During Table Topics, a game of good conversation, Gus was asked some questions.
1- What are your simple pleasures? Gus said, "My honeymoon."
2- If you could give all human beings one virtue which would you choose? -Truth
3- When one person was asked, "What do you miss about childhood?" and
responded, "Nothing," Gus immediately looked at the individual and said, "That's too
bad, because childhood is a dream world - playing games 'til midnight like Hide 'n
Seek and Hopscotch and climbing trees and swimming and diving!"
4- Who was your best teacher? -My father. He taught me you don't have to have a
PhD to understand what's right and wrong.
5- How about getting a tattoo? -I'd have to think hard about that, but it would be on
my bicep and would have to be about something important...like love.
Gus was always full of fun. Once we were talking about my favorite sport, NBA
basketball, and Gus shouted, "Yeah!! I made a basket!" as he dunked his teabag into
his cup. Gus then took shot after shot of a ball into the wastebasket going 19 for 20!
We both agreed he would put Steph Curry of the Warriors to shame.
Gus once sat next to his 100-year-old female friend at a performance. He whispered
prior to the show, "When the entertainer comes on, we'll just imagine we're at a
Broadway Show!"
Some of our best chats were about Gus' favorite topic - Major League Baseball.
Since I had an extensive baseball collection from earlier days, Gus and I would often
talk baseball and look at the collection. Gus would reminisce about days gone by
watching Joe DiMaggio, Mickey Mantle, Lou Gehrig, and Babe Ruth, among others.
He would stare off into space and talk about the good old days with a contented
smile.
Gus would occasionally have a tough day, and we would say a little prayer together,
asking for trust in God to give him courage, strength, and all-powerful love and thank
God for His love and grace.
Gus will be missed by so many. He was a blessing to us all.
As Gus would say, "Go Yankees!"
~Karen Boardman
Activities Department Employee through November 2019

Karen Boardman - January 17, 2020 at 06:50 AM

“

Divine Light was purchased for the family of Gustav Rucker.

January 16, 2020 at 11:55 AM

“

For his birthday, Gus blew out his candles and wished he was in Florida. I’d like to
think he’s somewhere warm and sunny now and that his birthday wish came true

Katelyn - January 15, 2020 at 09:44 PM

