Pedro Solivan
September 15, 1948 - May 27, 2021

Pedro Solivan, 72, of Bethlehem, PA passed away on Thursday May 27, 2021 at his home
surrounded by his loving family. He was born in Arroyo, Puerto Rico, the son of the late
Jesus and Isabel (Cruz) Solivan. He was the husband of Martina (Rivas) Solivan. They
celebrated 52 years of marriage this past February 1st.
Pedro was a foreman for the City of Bethlehem, and also a PA state constable. Pedro was
a dedicated bodybuilder and achieved the title Mr. Lehigh Valley and Mr. Pennsylvania. He
was very well known in his community and was a Mentor to many and devoted his time to
helping others with fitness goals.
He will be lovingly remembered by his wife, Martina, sons, Pedro Solivan Jr. and wife
Cathy, and Marco Antonio Solivan, daughter, Wilma Solivan, brothers, Julio Solivan,
Ricardo Solivan, and George Solivan, sisters, Rosa Rivera, Auria Alicea, and Sonia
Rosado, 8 grandchildren and 4 great grandchildren. He was predeceased by a grandson,
Lucas Solivan.
A viewing will be held from 6-9pm Thursday June 3, 2021 and Friday 8:30-9:30am June 4,
2021 at the Connell Funeral Home 245 E. Broad St. Bethlehem, PA 18018 followed by a
Mass of Christian Burial 10am Friday at Holy Infancy Catholic Church 312 E. 4th St.
Bethlehem, PA 18015. Burial will be held at Holy Saviour Cemetery.
Memorial contributions may be made to Holy Infancy Catholic Church.

Events
JUN
3

Viewing

06:00PM - 09:00PM

Connell Funeral Home, Inc.
245 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem, PA, US, 18018

JUN
4

Viewing

08:30AM - 09:30AM

Connell Funeral Home, Inc.
245 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem, PA, US, 18018

JUN
4

Mass of Christian Burial 10:00AM - 11:00AM
Holy Infancy Catholic Church
312 East Fourth St., Bethlehem, PA, US, 18015

Comments

“

Mike Cocco
Dear Solivan family, My condolences for your loss.
I met Pedro 40 years ago when he won the Lehigh Valley. The most friendly humble
helpful person you could meet. It was an honor to have known him.

michael cocco - June 05 at 01:02 PM

“

I can't believe he's gone and to make things worst I missed the services. Pete has
always been a gentleman and a great friend even when you haven't seen or talked to
him in decades. I've been in the military for over two decades and when I saw Pete it
was like we seen each other the day before. He's such a good human being! A friend
and blessing to anyone who knows him. He's the kind of person that will give you his
last shirt off his back. He trained my son Daniel before we went to California which
resulted in my son loving to work out and becoming a trainer in LA changing lives as
Pete did with him. We will always remember his generosity and love of the gym. May
the Lord comfort his family and friends and know that he's with Jesus. I really feel
blessed to know him! David R.

David Rivera - June 04 at 06:34 PM

“

I found myself at Padilla's Gym after a serendipitous encounter with Pedro. Seeing
his physique stopped me cold in my tracks. "Who is THAT???!!!" I wondered...and
immediately wanted to follow him to where he trained. Padilla's of that era was a
magic mix of camaraderie and characters with Pedro as its biggest gun. You realized
you were watching something special upon seeing Pete work out; one could not help
but to stop and stare.
In the years since, I did not see Pedro often but those rare occasions were always a
pleasure. His wide smile could light up whatever room he was in. Despite being the
most alpha of males, Pedro was always soft spoken, humble and encouraging. He
had a presence and a quiet dignity about him that simply commanded respect and
probably more than a little hero worship.
Martina, Pedro, Marco and Wilma: I hope some solace can be found in the
knowledge that your husband and father left an enduring and positive impact on
many lives. The measure of this proud man was not his muscles but his powerful and
benevolent heart.
Rest in peace, revered iron brother.
Chris Petko

Chris Petko - June 04 at 06:11 PM

“

R.I.P Pedro. First true bodybuilder I ever saw or met. First meeting was in 1979-1980
at Bethlehem Catholic's old school gym. The next time was at Padilla's gym. Many
other encounters with Pedro over the last 40 years, never a frown, always a smile
and positive attitude. Just a good human being who was a giver of knowledge and
positive vibes. I was fortunate enough to run into him last year at Lowe's and got a
picture with Mr. Lehigh Valley, Pedro "Pete" Solivan. God Bless him and his family.
With Sympathy,
Al Russo

Alfredo Russo - June 04 at 02:34 PM

“

Condolences to the family, Pete was a great person and good friend. He was helping
me when he worked at recycling center. Rest In Peace brother

Nelson Matos - June 03 at 05:05 PM

“

Worked with Pete at the Bethlehem Recycling Center. I remember all the good times,
fun , joking all the time, and laughter. Pete always was there to lend a helping hand.
Was a great and kind person. Rest in peace brother!
Dick Skulteti

Richard Skulteti - June 03 at 04:03 PM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Pedro Solivan.

June 02 at 08:44 PM

“

Pedro was an outstanding human being . He has left us way too soon . RIP my friend
, I will see you again .

Joe Bayer III - June 02 at 08:05 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Pedro Solivan.

June 02 at 06:44 PM

“

Fields of Europe was purchased for the family of Pedro Solivan.

June 02 at 04:35 PM

“

A man of integrity, morals and love of family. "Pete" was content with life and his
attitude was infectious to others who knew him. The most all around athletic person
I,ve ever known. In another time or life I truly believe he would have been on the
world stage of athletics. Instead he chose to dedicate his time to family and his
passion of Fitness training. He mentored many people as a personal trainer and
dietician without asking for anything in return. I will miss this larger than life person.
The Solivan family is deservingly proud of having such an example of a man who
exemplifies the best of Humanity.
Tom Mc.

Thomas Leo McCloskey - June 02 at 09:24 AM

“

Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of Pedro Solivan.

June 01 at 08:06 PM

“

Floor Plant for Sympathy was purchased for the family of Pedro Solivan.

June 01 at 04:12 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of Pedro Solivan.

June 01 at 02:33 PM

“

To accurately convey the type of person Pete was in a few sentences is very
challenging. Pete was the kind of person that was always positive, upbeat, and
strived to elevate the people around him. Whether it was advice, a positive greeting,
or hilarious antics with his training partners, Pete ALWAYS made my day. My
thoughts and prayers are with his family, he was such a wonderful person.

Chris C. - June 01 at 10:05 AM

“

Dear Nina, Pete, Ricky and entire
Solivan family,
Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to all of you. Mr. Solivan was a well respected, kind
and humble man with a charismatic personality. He lived a good life based on faith
and family. His legacy remains in his family and the memories that remain with them.
May he Rest In Peace. Blessings to all.

Jose, Emilia DosSantos and Rose Huertas - June 01 at 07:27 AM

“

I REMEMBER PETE FRKM WHEN I WAS 9 YEARS OLD. HE ALWAYS HSD A
SMILE ON HIS FACE. HE WAS A KIND PERSON HE WOUKD HELP YOU OUT IF
HE CAN. HE WOJLD TSKE TIME OUT TK TSLJ TO YOU GIVE YOU ADVICE. HE
ALWAYS MADE SURE HIS FAMKLY WAS GOOD THEN HIS FRIENDS. I THANK
YOU PETE FOR BEING A MENTOR IN MY LIFE AND FOR HELPING ME
CHANGE.
YOU GAIN YOUR WINGS NOW YOUR IN A BETTER PLACE. WHEN YOU SEE
SACRA IN HEAVEN TELL HIM I LOVE HIM AND MISS HIM.
PETE GKNE BUT WILL NEVER BE FORGOTTEN.
ELSY MORALES.

ELSY MORALES - May 31 at 03:01 PM

“

I used to see & talk to Pete all the time at Golds gym. He was always a bright spot in
my day, such an upbeat, friendly person. My condolences to his family.

Carolynn V - May 29 at 09:42 PM

“

This man touched many lives at golds gym Bethlehem. An all around phenomenal
human being. Condolences to his family , I can only imagine how beloved he was to
them

Phil m - May 29 at 08:03 PM

“

Multicolor Pastel Mixed Flower Fireside Basket was purchased for the family of
Pedro Solivan.

May 29 at 03:57 PM

“

A great human being who will be missed. Loved by many.
We will all miss his smile and jokes.
Joe and Lisa Blank

william j blan - May 29 at 01:55 PM

