Zilda Guerra
March 28, 1923 - November 10, 2020

It gives me great sadness to announce that my mom, Zilda F. Guerra, age 97, passed
onto the afterlife on November 10, 2020. Zilda was born March 28, 1923 in Bethlehem,
PA. She was the last surviving child out of 10, born to the late Manuel and Hilda
Gonsalves. She started to work in the garment district at the age of 16 years old. She was
to be the first zipper-setter of dresses for the then A.G. Baba Sports Wear. She also
worked for the Chic-A-Dee dress factory. Zilda sewed and did embroidery, needlepoint,
and stitchery starting at the age of 9 until the age of 87. She was an avid New York
Yankees fan for over 60 years, and enjoyed rooting for them each spring.
Zilda was a member of Holy Infancy Parish in Bethlehem, PA.
She is survived by her daughter, Bernadette and her husband, Rocco Misero; and many
nieces and nephews of the Gonsalves/Guerra family.
Zilda was preceded in death by her husband, Bernard “Babe” Guerra; parents; two
brothers, and a sister who passed away as children; brothers, Manuel (Helen) and Louis
(Caroline) Gonsalves; sisters, Rose (Al) Teles, Theresa (Tony) Oliveira, Isabel (Frank)
Martinez, and Alzira Marrero. She was forever grateful to those family members who were
very close to her from when they were children, up until the twilight of her life. There is no
more pain and suffering, only peace and having the chance to be once again with my dad.
Special thanks are given to Annette Jennings, Charge Nurse and the staff of NW-2 at
Gracedale Nursing Home. They went above and beyond their duties to make Zilda as
comfortable as possible in her last days on earth. That special thanks is also extended to
Kristen Holler, Social Worker assigned to Zilda. She worked with Zilda every step of the
way. Dr. Paige Van Wirt, PCP and her staff who had Zilda as her patient also went the
extra mile. For all their efforts the family is grateful to all of them.
Services will be private and there will be no calling hour. When our world becomes a much
calmer place, a Memorial Mass will be said in Zilda’s honor at a later date. In lieu of
flowers, the family suggests that donations may be made in Zilda’s memory to Pastor

Andrew Gehringer, Holy Infancy Church, 312 E. Fourth St., Bethlehem, PA 18015.

Comments

“

Dear Bernie, Rocco and family,
Zilda was our wonderful neighbor and our dear friend. We all loved the Guerra family
and will always cherish the times we spent together.
With our deepest sympathy, the Sharkan Abud family.

Susan and Jose Abud - November 16, 2020 at 11:27 AM

“

In my heart are 70 years of Loving Memories of My Aunt Zilda. I can't ever remember
a time when all my happy memories of spending time with her were otherwise. She
was so very Special to me but most of all she always made me feel so Special. I
Thank God for her and having her as such a big part of my life. For that I feel truly
blessed. Her Loving Nephew, Dick

Dick Teles - November 11, 2020 at 10:07 PM

“

Dear Bernadette,
There are some things that never leave us. A mother's love is one of them. She will
be with you in spirit and in your heart forever.
Please accept what little comfort these words can give you.
Sincerely,
Denny and Ray Karpy

Denny Andrew Karpy - November 11, 2020 at 05:23 PM

“

Jeff and Colleen Jennings purchased the Enduring Grace for the family of Zilda
Guerra.

Jeff and Colleen Jennings - November 11, 2020 at 09:28 AM

“

Our heartfelt sympathy in the passing of this lovely woman. We were recently
reminiscing over old family photos of her in my parents wedding which we had hoped
to share with her one day when the pandemic would pass. Zilda was a kind and
faithful woman of respect with an endearing smile. It was always wonderful to see
her when we attended mass at Holy Infancy. Zilda, Babe and the Gonsalves Family
were a big part of my family growing up and my heart is happier for having those
wonderful memories. May she Rest In Peace in the company of her husband
together with her siblings in her eternal home, Heaven.
Fondly,

Rosemarie Huertas and family - November 11, 2020 at 07:46 AM

