Helen M. Gyecsek
March 13, 1922 - March 27, 2019

For all the heartfelt things you’ve done
Like giving me money when I had none
Saving for me to be independent
And carefully watching that I didn’t spend it
Buying me a car for “Sweet Sixteen”
And always treating me like a Queen
For years of toys and cars and clothes
For my education and trips and shows
For making my dates feel welcome at home
So I would have fun and not be alone
For listening and caring and understanding
For never insisting or acting demanding
For standing by through thick and thin
In good times and in bad
For always being close at hand
When I was hurt or sad
I only hope that I can be
As great to my daughters as you’re to me
And so I wrote this poem to say
For all these gifts and others
You know how much you mean to me
I’m so blessed that you’re my Mother.
Helen Gyecsek, of Allentown, PA., returned to the loving arms of the Lord on March 27,
2019. Born in Bethlehem, Helen was the daughter of the late Andrew and Theresa
Gyecsek. From the young age of sixteen, Helen worked as a floor lady in several local
dress factories and eventually worked her way up to owning and operating the former
Coplay Dress Co. in Coplay, PA. She was an avid card player, enjoying poker and
pinochle in particular, which she often played with her daughter and granddaughters.
Helen’s love of reading often kept her up well into the night when she felt unable to put

aside a good book. Helen also enjoyed monthly bus trips to area casinos where she
enjoyed playing the slots and blackjack. On occasions when she was losing, she’d jokingly
say, “I want to keep playing. I need to get even. Probably even worse than I am now.”
Helen is survived by her daughter, Marsha Gowdy, of Brigantine, NJ, her granddaughters,
Adrienne Ward, of Encinitas, CA, and Lauren Gowdy of Aldie, VA, along with special
family friend, Dallas Bailey of Whitehall, PA and many cherished nieces and nephews.
Helen is predeceased by her three brothers, Joseph, Stephen, and Andrew, and by her
sister, Mary. She is also predeceased by her son-in-law, William Gowdy, Jr., who she
loved dearly.
Visitation will be held on Friday, April 5, from 10 to 11 a.m. at Connell Funeral Home, 245
E. Broad St., Bethlehem, PA 18018. An 11 a.m. funeral service will follow, in the funeral
home. Burial will be private at the request of the family.
In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in Helen’s memory to Phoebe Nursing Home,
1925 Turner St., Allentown, PA 18104.
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Connell Funeral Home, Inc.
245 E. Broad Street, Bethlehem, PA, US, 18018

Comments

“

Dear Marsha and Family,
I am sorry for your lose. i found out on Monday. I would have tried to stop by on
Friday morning. My thoughts and prayers are with you .
Joan Koch

Joan Koch - April 16 at 03:51 PM

“

Hi Marsha & Family,
Danielle & I are currently in Florida when we read about the passing of your mom.
We don’t recall ever meeting your mother, but we certainly had the pleasure of
knowing and working with you over our careers at Northampton, Lauren and “A”, and
certainly my very close friend Bill, as well as Dallas. I still recall memories of Bill over
the years from, teaching, coaching, renovation projects, hunting, parties, etc. etc.
Two things I especially recall, talk about, and still laugh at is when you expressed to
us the following:
1. Upon Bill returning from an unsuccessful deer hunting trip, you reminded him that
he spent all this money on a rifle, outfits, food, license, travel, ammunition, time in the
cold and wet, etc.etc. and didn’t harvest a deer....but you just drove the car down the
road, hit and kill a deer....accidentally of course, but point made! I still laugh at that
story.
2. Upon Danielle sharing with you the steps on how she was making and canning her
own jellies and jam....you responded, “Have you never heard of Smuckers”!
You always had a very witty and fun loving manner Marsha and trust you are still
enjoying life at the shore.
Based on the kind words you expressed regarding how your mom loved Bill and
Dallas being a close family friend, we know that she was a wonderful person with an
engaging fun loving smile too. And if she loved Bill, we love her too. Dam, I miss him.
Losing a parent is never easy, no matter when. We wanted to express our heartfelt
thoughts, some memories, and prayers to you and your family and trust you will take
comfort in all your family’s great memories and love of your mom over the years.
Take care Marsha,
Danielle & Bob

Bob Gilly - April 05 at 10:03 AM

“

Marsha, I’m so sorry to hear rhe news of Mom passing. She was a wonderful mother,
and you were a devoted daughter. Thinking of you, A, and Lauren, and sending love.
Sally and Mark

sally - April 03 at 03:31 PM

“

I was so sorry to read in the newspaper that Helen passed away, so soon after
seeing her at the Phoebe Sunday Service a few weeks ago. I will miss seeing her
warm smile in the future on the Sundays I play the organ there. Please give my
sincere sympathy to your entire family on your loss.
Love, Liz Phillips

Liz Phillips - April 03 at 01:17 PM

