Kenneth Dale Simmons
May 26, 1925 - February 24, 2020

*UPDATE: The services to celebrate the life of Kenneth Simmons have been postponed
until further notice. Please feel free to call the funeral home with any questions.
Kenneth D. Simmons, 94, of Springtown, PA, died suddenly on Monday, February 24,
2020, doing what he loved to do – out walking and working on the property known as Far
Horizons where he had lived since 1980. He was the loving husband for more than 70
years of his high school sweetheart, Sue (Ashby) Simmons, by whom he was
predeceased in 2017.
Ken (Kenny to his many friends) was born in Berea, WV, the son of the late Luther and
Opal (Prunty) Simmons. Upon graduating from Pennsboro (WV) High School in 1943 and
the day before his 18th birthday, he enlisted in the United States Navy, becoming a naval
pilot trained to fly off of aircraft carriers. After the war, he married in 1946 and graduated
from Marietta College in 1948 with a chemistry degree. Soon thereafter, he began a nearly
60-year distinguished career in the cement and building materials industry, starting as a
plant chemist and rising to become the chief executive officer of two of the world’s largest
cement companies, Universal Atlas and Lehigh Cement. Ken and Sue and their family
lived in Marietta, OH, Martinsburg, WV, New Canaan, CT, Severna Park, MD, Allison Park,
PA, Tampa, FL and ultimately Springtown, PA.
Wherever they lived, Ken was involved in coaching youth sports, community activities and
church life. He was an avid golfer and sportsman, having been inducted into his alma
mater’s baseball hall of fame as an accomplished catcher for the renowned Marietta
College baseball program. Ken was also an avid gardener, loving the entirety of sowing,
tending, reaping and, especially, sharing the harvest with his neighbors. He loved the hills
and valleys and people of Upper Bucks County and, in his later years, dedicated himself
to such organizations as the Springtown Water Authority and the Cooks Creek
Conservancy whose work is credited with preserving the natural beauty of this pocket of
Pennsylvania. He traveled widely for business and pleasure, along the way co-leading
trade delegations to China and the Soviet Union, and establishing a cherished two

decades-long working relationship with the leading Costa Rican cement company, this
after he had supposedly “retired” from the profession he so loved. Nevertheless,
throughout his life he remained very proud of his West Virginia roots. Above all, he found
his greatest pride and satisfaction in his family’s happiness and their love for each other.
Ken was intensely loyal, vibrant, generous, practical but always with a young-at-heart,
dreamer’s belief in the possible.
Ken will be lovingly remembered by his children: Kathy Simmons and husband, Ron
Scherer, of New York City; Linda Cameron and husband, Douglas, of Bethlehem, PA;
Kenneth “Chip” Simmons, Jr. and wife, Judy, of West Chester, PA; and Scott Simmons
and wife, Stephanie, of Hinsdale, IL; and his adoring five grandchildren (Taylor Cameron,
Hadley (Cameron) Kreitz, Jessica (Simmons) Boyer, Melanie Simmons and Sophie
Simmons) and five great-grandchildren (Lilah and Lucas Boyer, Una and Saer Kreitz and
Quinn Cameron). Ken is also survived by his brother, Jack, of Marietta, OH. He was
predeceased by his sister, Betty McIntyre, and brother, Larry Simmons.
The family has requested that, in lieu of flowers, donations be sent to Marietta College
Baseball, 215 Fifth Street, Marietta, OH 45750, noting “in honor of Ken Simmons”.

Comments

“

What a giant this dear man was, small of stature, but with a huge heart. He was a
tireless worker--in his garden, for his family and friends and in his community. Ken
didn't just say 'thank you' for someone's service, he took you out to lunch! He worked
tirelessly for Springfield Township (Bucks County), and single-highhandedly
spearheaded a move that brought about a great water system for Springtown. He
was a gardener and shared his vegetables with many. He and Sue were so special to
Springfield Township, that a special surprise 65th wedding anniversary honorarium
was planned and took place at a Township meeting. He will be greatly missed.

Sandy Everitt - March 19, 2020 at 09:53 AM

“

Ken and Susie sat in front of us in church, and they both extended such love to us.
Ken was truly a remarkable gardiner and an unusually creative man. and Dick loved
to talk about the cement industry with him. He always talked about family with such
pride and was so kind to Dick during Dick's last illness. You were indeed fortunate to
have such solid, loving and abundantly friendly parents and grandparents. Froy
Thompson

Froy Thompson - March 11, 2020 at 03:55 PM

“

Thank you, Froy, for your kind and comforting words. We Simmons kids and grandkids and
great-grands are indeed remarkably fortunate to have been raised and loved by Mom and
Dad/Nana and Grandad. May we always make them proud.
Linda Simmons Cameron
Linda Simmons Cameron - March 14, 2020 at 11:20 AM

“

To the family of Ken Simmons, our deepest condolences to your family, Ken was by
far the kindest person I had the pleasure of working for and with at UAC and Lehigh.
Ken and Sue were a beautiful couple who went to great lengths to make all their
friends feel special.You all know that Heaven is a better place now that your Mom
and Dad are together. God Bless your entire family..
Deanna and Chuck Phillips

Charles Phillips - March 10, 2020 at 10:37 AM

“

My memory of Mr. Simmons is him coming to the Springtown Firehouse Breakfast
and chatting to me while he was waiting for his family to join him. Always mentioning
his wife that I cared for at the hospital for her surgery. He was a great guy always
happy and ready to tell a story that I enjoyed. He will be missed by many in town.
Cathy Rice

Cathy Rice - March 09, 2020 at 07:24 PM

