Robert E. Hugelmeyer
January 7, 1941 - May 3, 2020

Robert E. Hugelmeyer, 79, of Palmer Twp. and formerly of Woodbridge Twp., NJ; died on
May 3, 2020 with his family by his side. He was born January 7, 1941 in Brooklyn, NY; son
of the late William Gustave and Helen (Bebensee) Hugelmeyer. Robert is survived by his
devoted wife of 53 years, Donna L. (Carroll) Hugelmeyer.
He will be remembered as a wonderful family man, a devoted educator, and a faithful
believer that God has a plan for all of us. Bob understood that the path he followed in life
led him to where he was meant to be.
Bob went to St. Mary’s High School in Perth Amboy, where he excelled on the basketball
court and was known as the “Kangaroo Kid.” Upon graduation from St. Mary’s High
School, he embarked on a journey that would lead him to a decorated career in education.
After earning his degree from St. Peter’s College, Bob took a position as a fifth-grade
teacher and was also given a role as JV basketball coach. Later, he took a position with
Woodbridge State School where his love of special education developed. While working at
Woodbridge, Bob earned his Master’s degree in Behavioral Sciences from Kean
University with a certification in special education. His responsibilities grew and he
became Director of Education at Woodbridge and served as an adjunct faculty member
teaching Educational Psychology at Kean University. In 1985, Bob was offered
principalship in a State Facility in Secaucus, NJ. In 1989, he was promoted to Educational
Program Specialist in the Office of Education and served as the legislative liaison to the
Senate and Assembly Educational Committees. At the end of Bob’s professional career,
he loved his opportunity to return to teaching elementary school. Throughout his career,
Bob earned several awards, most notably the Governor’s Teacher’s Award as outstanding
teacher of the year in 2003.
In his life, Bob was a Scout Master. He enjoyed to fly fish and hunt in the mountains and
fish, crab, clam, and boat at the shore. Robert was also a devoted member of the church,
and was active throughout his life in ministries such as Eucharistic Minister, Marriage
Encounter, parish retreats, Knights of Columbus, and many more.

He will be dearly missed by his wife, Donna; children, Donnalee Carroll and husband,
Michael; Tracy Carlin and husband, Matthew; and Robert J. Hugelmeyer and wife, Casey;
grandchildren, Liam, Sean, Ryan, Daniel, Breene, Ben, Evelyn, Robert W., Jesse, Gus;
and his younger brother, John Hugelmeyer. Robert was preceded in death by his older
brother, William Hugelmeyer, just five days earlier.
Services have been entrusted to Connell Funeral Home and will be private.
Two of Bob’s great loves in his life were being a Catholic and special education. Mercy
School for Special Learning brings those two together. Memorial contributions may be
made to Mercy School for Special Learning, 830 S. Woodward Ave. Allentown PA 18103.
Condolences may be offered at http://www.connellfuneral.com.

Comments

“

Hugelmeyer family,
Please accept my condolences on the passing of Bob.
We played basketball together at SMHS and he was a fan of my Polka Radio show in
Worecester, Ma (www.wcuw.org).
We will miss him and will pray for him.

Jack Mileski
Jack Mileski - May 09, 2020 at 06:39 PM

“

Bob was a great family man. He was always able to make someone feel special. My
sympathy to Donna and his family. May the angels lead him into paradise. RIP, Bob!

Rosemary aNaughton - May 09, 2020 at 05:36 PM

“

We would like to send our condolences and sympathies to the family. Bob was a
couple of years older then me but Bob and I frequently played competitive basketball
against each other for many years at the playgrounds and recreation leagues. My
wife, Jo-Anne Redhing and I were both from Woodbridge and maintained ties to
Woodbridge even after we moved away. Bob was very good friend and I have great
memories of our relationship.
Jo-Anne and Mike Almasy

Michael Almasy - May 09, 2020 at 03:24 PM

“

our condolences Don And Chrissy Almasy and family

Donald Almasy - May 09, 2020 at 02:58 PM

“

The DaPriles, formerly of Rowland Place in Woodbridge, will miss Bob our dear
neighbor and friend. From Birthdays for Jesus, to Halloween costumes, to our BYOE
(Bring your own everything) Snow Storm Stranded Party, and so much more.
Our deepest sympathy to Donna and the entire Hugelmeyer family.
The DaPriles

Claire & Dennis DaPrile - May 09, 2020 at 10:23 AM

“

Walt and I met Bob around 18 years ago through our daughter marrying his son,
Bobby. From that day on Bob has included us in every family event and holiday. Bob
opened up his home to us and accepted us as “family”. Our life changed 18 years
ago and we will
Surely miss this faith filled man. Walt will miss his Scotch and water with him and I
will miss his never ending stories. God bless the very special Hugelmeyer Family.
Dona and Walt Dickinson

Dona Dickinson - May 06, 2020 at 04:33 PM

“

My condolences and sympathies go out to you and your family. God bless. I am proud to be
associated with this man and his family.
Daniel Gallop - May 06, 2020 at 04:35 PM

“

Truly a good man. I remember meeting him on Saturdays on the Pequest River in Warren
County during the NJ trout season. We always had some interesting chats when we would
see each other on these occasions. His son, who at that time, was a kid, was always with
him. Aside from being a great family man, Bob was an outstanding basketball player at St.
Mary’s High School. My condolences are extended to the entire Hugelmeyer Family.
David Peterson - May 08, 2020 at 02:05 PM

“

It was with a heavy heart that I read the obituary for Robert Hugelmeyer. We last saw each
other at St.Mary’s 60th reunion.
I am so very sorry for you and your families’ loss. Our thoughts and prayers are with you at
this difficult time.
With deepest sympathy,
Neil and Rose Kabarec Horne
rose horne - May 09, 2020 at 01:04 PM

“

Bob was one of the most memorable members of our class of "59". I can't ever recall
seeing him without a smile on his face. His life was well spent and his contributions to his
community are proof of that. My sympathy to Donna and his family.
Bill Walsh
William J. Walsh - May 09, 2020 at 08:19 PM

“

Bob was a unique and gentle guy whose warmth and welcoming ways always made me
feel special. His quick wit, humor, deep insight into many things will be missed. My heart
goes out to Donna and his lovely family,
Jan Margolis
Jan Margolis - May 10, 2020 at 09:11 AM

