Winifred DiLeo Melinsky
March 24, 1955 - July 29, 2022

Winifred "Winnie" DiLeo Melinsky, 67, of Center Valley, passed away on Friday, July 29,
2022, after a battle with Alzheimer's Disease. Born on March 24, 1955, in Allentown, she
was the daughter of the late Mary (Nicholason) and Dr. Luscian DiLeo. She was the
devoted wife for 30 years of the late Louis C. Melinsky.
Winnie was a cheerful, loving, hard-working woman who will be remembered for her bright
smile, her welcoming personality, and her selfless nature. She loved entertaining family
and friends, vacations in Cape May, cooking and baking, and planning events both
personally and professionally. Winnie loved spending time with her family, especially being
Nana to Charlie and MaryAnn, who brightened her life every day.
She devoted countless hours to support Sacred Heart Hospital Foundation, Women for
DeSales, Good Shepherd, Phoebe Home, PSU Lehigh Valley, Go Red for Women, Boys
Scouts, the Symphony Ball in Allentown, and many other non-profit organizations. She
and Lou were often seen gracing the dance floor of charitable events and she always
greeted both strangers and friends with a huge hug.
Winnie was the Director of Client Management for the Eastern Region of Highmark Blue
Shield for more than 18 years and a Senior Vice President of Business Development for
Caruso Benefits Group until her retirement.
Growing up in Allentown, Winnie attended Allentown Central Catholic High School and
was a lifelong parishioner of Cathedral Church of St. Catharine of Siena.
She will be lovingly remembered by her son, Morgan Burkhardt and his wife, Katie;
grandchildren, Charlie and MaryAnn; sister, Mary Lou Welsh and her husband, Rodney,
and brother-in-law, Tom Kwiatek and his wife Louise; beloved nieces and nephews, greatnieces and nephews as well as extended family and friends. Winnie was preceded in
death by her brother, James F. DiLeo, and sister-in-law and brother-in-law Mary Ann and
Stephen Geitz.
A viewing will be held on Sunday, August 7, 2022 from 5-8 p.m. at Connell Funeral Home,
245 E. Broad St. Bethlehem, PA 18018. A viewing will also be held on Monday, August 8,

2022 from 10-11 a.m. at The Cathedral Church of St. Catharine of Siena, 1825 W. Turner
St. Allentown, PA 18104. A Mass of Christian Burial will follow at 11 a.m. in the church.
Burial will follow at Holy Saviour Cemetery, Bethlehem.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to Good Shepherd Rehabilitation
850 S. 5th St. Allentown, PA 18103 or to the Women for DeSales 2755 Station Ave.
Center Valley, PA 18034.

Previous Events
Viewing
AUG 7. 5:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)
Connell Funeral Home, Inc.
245 E. Broad St.
Behtlehem, PA 18018

Viewing
AUG 8. 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM (ET)
Cathedral Church of St. Catharine of Siena
1825 West Turner Street
Allentown, PA 18104
http://www.cathedral-church.org

Mass of Christian Burial
AUG 8. 11:00 AM.
church

Tribute Wall

CS

Morgan, Katie, and Family,
Winnie, gone far too soon, had a personality to light up a room with merely her
smile. She was understanding, compassionate, fun loving, and a great friend. I
first met Winnie through her employment, however, our relationship blossomed
into a life long friendship. Lou and Winnie were a remarkable couple and their
memory is a blessing.
May your faith, family, and friends comfort you in the days ahead.
Peace and grace.
Chris Spadoni
Christopher Spadoni - August 08 at 01:06 PM

GG

Morgan and Family
So sorry to hear about Winnie’s
Worked with her at blue cross for many years
She always had a smile and kind word
Sympathy and prayers to you and your family
Gary Gushen
Gary Gushen - August 07 at 10:28 AM

DH

Morgan, my deepest sympathy in the loss of your mother!
Winnie and I had many many good times while working as
volunteers at Grape Expectations at Sacred Heart Hospital.
Her big heart and vivacious personality made for many a
successful event. I will keep you all in my prayers. May she
Rest In Peace. Diane Horvath
Diane Horvath - August 06 at 08:46 PM



Healing Tears - All White was purchased for the family of
Winifred DiLeo Melinsky.

August 04 at 06:29 AM

PO

Prayers for you, Winnie. It seems like yesterday we were high school buddies at
CCHS where you always had a big smile for everyone and loved to have fun.
Rest In Peace.
Patty Frensky Orfini - August 02 at 09:55 PM

MC

Mary Kay, Jeff, Joe and Chris purchased the Multicolor Pastel
Sympathy Standing Spray for the family of Winifred DiLeo
Melinsky.

Mary Kay, Jeff, Joe and Chris - August 02 at 03:57 PM



Peace, Prayers, & Blessings- All White was purchased for the
family of Winifred DiLeo Melinsky.

August 02 at 11:41 AM

KD

My sympathies go out to your entire family. I met Winnie through DeSales
University, where I work, and she was a wonderful person. She was warm and
welcoming to everyone she met. She'll be missed.
Kathy Diamandopoulos
Kathy Diamandopoulos - August 02 at 11:09 AM

JR

My sincerest sympathies Morgan on the loss of your mother - may you feel the
comfort of the Lord and may she enjoy her heavenly reward.
John Rosenberger - August 02 at 09:01 AM

RK

A wonderful lady who I had the privilege of knowing and working with for many
years
Deepest sympathies to entire family
Richard Kropf - August 02 at 08:06 AM

MM

Winnie could light up a room in an instant with her beautiful smile. I had the
privilege of working with Winnie for several years. I will always cherish my
memories from those years. RIP Winnie. Heaven is brighter with your shining
star. Marilyn and Jay Marshall
Marilyn Marshall - August 02 at 03:51 AM

AR

Sorry for your loss.
Winnie, what a beautiful person!
A smile for everyone and always there to help!
I only met her a few years before she retired but so glad to have known her.
Anne Remaly - August 01 at 08:33 PM

LD

Such a remarkable woman who touched many lives. RIP
Winnie

Lori Delaney - August 01 at 06:28 PM

KE

Dear Morgan, Katie, Mrs. and Mr. Welsh, Nic and Jeff, and RJ and Andrea, and
entire extended Melinsky/DiLeo/Welsh families:
We are so saddened to hear about the passing of Aunt Winnie. She sure was an
extra special woman, and I will always remember her kindness, her big gorgeous
smile and how thoughtful she was - all of her niece Nicole’s best childhood friends
in Michigan were honored and lucky to be her surrogate nieces. Heaven has truly
gained an Angel with the addition of Aunt Winnie.
Morgan - Keeping you all close in my thoughts and prayers, and sending you big
tight hugs.
Much love,
Katie (Cotant) and Bob Emerine
katie cotant emerine - August 01 at 06:26 PM

KT

I went yo HS and later worked with Winnie at Capital BC for a number of years.
Her bright smile and glowing personality made her a joy to be around. I am
deeply sorry for your loss. She was an extraordinary person and surely lissed by
many.
Karen Thomas - August 01 at 06:19 PM

MF

Winnie invited her cousin, my late wife Toni Dileo Finn and me to a DiLeo family
reunion she hosted in 2012, and we attended along with our two daughters , our
son, and one of our grandchildren. It was a wonderful day and despite the fact
that Toni was then in the late stages of Alzheimer’s herself, she was able to
recognzie some of her relatives and was very happy. Winnie and her husband
were perfect hosts and made us feel very welcome indeed.Toni died a year later.
We have fond memories of that summer day.
Michael Finn - August 01 at 05:39 PM

MR

Worked with Winnie and Lou for many years. A wonderful Lady.
From Michael Roney
Michael Roney - August 01 at 04:37 PM

KH

Morgan and family, you don’t know me, but like others, Winnie touched me as she
did so many others. She hired me at Highmark and I worked with her for 8 years.
RIP dear Winnie. You were a special lady in many ways. Karen and Rich Hirsch
karen hirsch - August 01 at 04:21 PM

