William "Bill" Francis Wright
October 20, 1947 - August 29, 2020

William Francis Joseph Wright Sr. passed away Saturday 8/29/2020 in St. Luke’s Hospice
surrounded by his family. He and beloved wife, Sharon (Post) Wright, were married for 52
years. Born October 20, 1947 in St. Luke’s Hospital, Fountain Hill, PA. He was the son of
the late Robert Leo Wright and Catherine P. (Coll) Wright.
As a youth, Bill participated in organized sports including football, baseball and wrestling
in leagues and schools in the Bethlehem area. He was also Boy Scout. Growing up he
was also active with St. Anne’s Church. He was a graduate of Liberty High School in
Bethlehem, PA.
He then enlisted and served in the Navy from 1966 to 1976 during the Vietnam War, active
November 1967 to December 1968. While in the Navy, Bill served as a damage control
man assigned to the USS Puget Sound AD38 with ports of call in both the Pacific and
Atlantic.
Bill returned to the Lehigh Valley and worked for 24 years at Bethlehem Steel Corporation
in the Transportation department where he developed systems for logistics management.
After leaving Bethlehem Steel in 1994, he joined what would eventually become T-Mobile
as a safety inspector of proprieties, with responsibility for the New York City and
surrounding areas of mobile transmission sites.
Bill continued his commitment to service in 1975 starting as a volunteer firefighter for
Hecktown. He then advanced his work as a first responder by eventually helping to
pioneer Advanced Life Support (ALS) service as a founding member of the the Medic I
project, a non-transport paramedic response service that served 10 volunteer EMS
agencies and also as the elected Captain of Hecktown Volunteer Ambulance Corps
serving Lower Nazareth Township. He became one the first trained paramedics in Eastern
PA in 1982.

He was also instrumental in developing a unique response management service known as
TEAMS which allowed small communities to continue to collectively provide EMS at a time
when volunteers were declining. He also assisted as a consultant to agencies who were
starting ALS service.
Bill led the design, fund raising and construction approval efforts for the building of a
modern Hecktown Vol Amb Corps facility in 1996. He continued his community service
with Hecktown Ambulance until 2006.
During his 31 years of emergency service participation, Bill literally responded to
thousands of emergency calls day and night, many times with his wife, Sharon who was
also a nurse/paramedic. As a pre-hospital, emergency care provider he assisted in the
care of countless people at the most desperate moments in their lives.
Bill and his wife enjoyed many years exploring and enjoying all that Disney and Walt
Disney World had to offer. They liked to joke that all things Disney was the one thing they
completely agreed upon.
In addition to his wife Sharon, he is survived by, and will be deeply missed by, his three
children and spouses: Elizabeth P. (Wright) Gulick and husband H. Gregory Gulick,
William F. Wright Jr and his wife Sherry (Sebek) Wright, Michael P. Wright and his wife
Joanne (Kim) Wright; his brother Robert L. Wright and wife Karen, and sister Patricia
Albertson; grandchildren Jacob, Elyse, Zachary, Will, Grace, Aidan, and Cooper. In
addition to his parents, who predeceased him, he is predeceased by his infant grandson,
Connor.
A viewing will be held on Wednesday, September 2, 2020 at Connell Funeral Home 245 E.
Broad St., Bethlehem, PA 18018 from 6-8 PM. (Masks are required and funeral occupancy
will be limited). Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Thursday, September 3, 2020 at 11
AM at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church, 450 E. Washington Ave., Bethlehem, PA
18017. Burial will follow at Holy Saviour Cemetery.
Memorial Contributions may be made in Bill’s name to the Gary Sinise Foundation, PO
Box 368, Woodland Hills, CA 91365.
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Comments

“

Bill was a pleasure to work with at Bethlehem Steel. He was always positive, willing
and able to help. Additionally, he was quite computer Knowledgeable which, proved
to be a real asset in the development and installation of an automated Transportation
freight rate retrieval System. He applied some of those computer talents for the
benefit of the local volunteer fire department where he was a certified emergency
service tech., and volunteered for many years. It is with heartfelt sympathy that I
express my sympathy and condolences to his family.
Sincerely,
Geoff Cooper
Spring Hill, FL.

Geoff Cooper - September 12, 2020 at 06:05 PM

“

Sorry to hear of bill's passing.Over my 20 plus years of dispatching we worked many
a call together, from the early days of simple ems dispatching to the more
complicated 911 ems dispatching. Always found him to be professional in his
dealings with me on the radio or the phone but like 95 percent of the ems/fire or pd
personnel I worked with,I don't think we ever met.My sincere condolences to his wife
and family.
Frank Jennings Sr
Northampton, Pa

Franklin Jennings Sr - September 01, 2020 at 10:28 AM

“

From your Medsphere Family purchased the Divine Peace Bouquet for the family of
William "Bill" Francis Wright.

From your Medsphere Family - August 31, 2020 at 05:09 PM

“

Sharon and family please accept my condolences on Bill's passing. He was a friend
and leader with us when we took Advanced Life Support to the surrounding BLS
communities; fighting many battles to help overcome the days of "you call, we haul,
thats all!".
He did a remarkable job for which I can't find words to describe.
I know that he is now at eternal rest and am grateful for the work he did.
My prayers are with you all.
Blessings
Tim

timothy brady - August 31, 2020 at 05:09 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Francis Wright.

August 31, 2020 at 05:01 PM

“

Sacred Duty Spray was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Francis Wright.

August 31, 2020 at 10:42 AM

