Helen H. Richardson
February 29, 1956 - September 7, 2020

Helen Hope Richardson died suddenly at her home in Yardley, PA on Monday, September
7, 2020. Born in Wilmington, DE on February 29, 1956 to Caroline Willis Richardson and
Wallace James Richardson, Helen was raised in Bethlehem, PA, where she attended
Moravian Academy. She graduated from Lehigh University in 1977, where, as a gifted
student and athlete, she co-founded the Women's Softball Team, serving as Co-Captain.
Helen was also Co-Editor of the Lehigh University yearbook, Epitome, and a member of
ODK, an honorary leadership organization. Having been a journalism major at Lehigh, she
first worked as a reporter for The Easton Express, Easton, PA, and then in the Sports
Information Department at Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA, where she also coached
women's softball.
Helen enrolled in Temple University School of Law, where she was awarded a Doctorate
of Laws Degree in 1985. She was engaged primarily in corporate law positions, most
recently as Senior Counsel, Legal Division, Canon Solutions America, Inc. She was a
dedicated volunteer to many organizations. For close to two decades she served as a
volunteer attorney for countless musicians, artists, and writers in contract and intellectual
property matters through the Philadelphia Volunteer Lawyers for the Arts (PVLA). Helen
was also a gifted guitarist, performer and backstage manager. In addition, she served at
numerous US Golf Association tournaments and Major League Baseball All Star fan fest
events.
Those who think of Helen will remember her for her love, loyalty, keen intellect, integrity,
humor, industry, unflagging optimism, superb athleticism and courage in the face of many
challenges. While we mourn Helen’s loss, we celebrate her life.
Helen was preceded in death by her parents and sister, Caroline R. (Poppy) Mead. Helen
is survived by another sister, Ann R. Hagmann, Esq. (Keating), of Cos Cob, CT, her nieces
Caroline R. Hagmann of Stamford, CT, and Elizabeth K. O’Donnell, MD (Christoph) of
Concord, MA, her nephew Peter R. Mead (Juliana) of New York, NY, two grand-nieces
and a grand-nephew.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St. Anne’s Roman Catholic Church, Bethlehem,
PA on Monday, September 14 at 11am. Friends may call at the Church from 10-11am.
(Masks are required inside the church.) Interment will follow the Mass at Holy Savior
Cemetery, Bethlehem, PA.
In lieu of flowers, the family has asked that donations be sent to Lehigh University,
Department of Athletics, women’s softball program.
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Comments

“

I am so sorry to hear about Helen. My condolences to her sister and family. My
father, Stuart Jones, and Helen’s Dad were roommates at the Naval Academy, class
of 1941. They became lifelong best friends, visiting each other’s homes/family
whenever they were in the area. I remember meeting all of the Richardson family in
the late 60’s when my parents briefly lived in Pittsburgh, Pa after my Dad’s retirement
from the Navy. They were such a wonderful family! I remember Helen’s Dad staying
with us on occasion over the years when he had business in our area. I remember
him as a very happy, friendly, highly intelligent, dynamo of a man! I can recall him
now racing out the door with a cigar? in his mouth and very late with little chance of
catching his plane before it left but joking and laughing and not worried, at all- he
always, somehow, got to that plane on time! I see a little of him in the picture, here, of
Helen. My parents corresponded every Christmas, at least, with the Richardson’s
and,I think, individually with Helen and her sisters - I would periodically hear great
reports about the Richardson daughters even after their parents had passed away!
My mother kept up the correspondence until she no longer could (2010?).
Again, I am so sorry to hear about Helen. God bless her and the whole wonderful
Richardson family.
Mike Jones

Mike Jones - December 02, 2020 at 01:29 AM

“

Helen was truly one of a kind. We were classmates at Lehigh University and had
many great times together. Helen always had a genuine big smile on her face and
song in her heart. See you on the other side Helen... Mariellen Carpenter (aka Mel).

mariellen carpenter - September 17, 2020 at 11:07 AM

“

Helen reached out to me during my freshman year of college. She and I are the only
#19s to exist in the Lehigh program. At first I did not fully understand her commitment
to the Lehigh program. As I grew both as a player and person I learned to truly value
her insights. Helen was completely invested in this program and all that it gave to the
girls who participated in it. I will strive to continue her legacy, #19. She was an
amazing woman who for me, fostered growth and imparted the vast knowledge of
being a pioneer as a player and professional.I hope I can continue her legacy for
#19s to come. Lehigh softball is an amazing program, my experience was greatly
enhanced by the opportunity to get to know Helen.

Parker Boyd - September 15, 2020 at 11:04 PM

“

Helen and I were coworkers for several years in the late 1990’s. I have great
memories of her gregarious smile with a hint of a smirk that said “I can add a few
comments if you’d like”. Funny, engaging, and erudite with a selfless demeanor. The
picture captures her twinkle and charm.

Paul Lightkep - September 14, 2020 at 04:46 PM

“

The world has lost a shining light. I worked with Helen for a few years, and was
proud to call her "friend" in addition to coworker. I still remember the first time I met
her in person, and the immediate feeling I had of "here's someone well worth
knowing." She was indeed sweeter than the Tastykakes that she used to bring when
visiting - we worked in different states - and she will be truly missed. Although we
hadn't worked at the same company for the past few years, we stayed in touch and I
feel lucky for that. My heart goes out to all of Helen's family, and to everyone that
knew her - for I am sure that there are many, many individuals out there who are
feeling the pain of her loss.
I hope I made a few grammatical errors in the above, so that Helen can have some
fun copyediting my work one last time.

Meg Terzi - September 14, 2020 at 03:49 PM

“

I had the great pleasure of “meeting” Helen years ago in my job as a legal recruiter.
Helen reached out to me over one of my postings and I would up placing her at
Canon. She was highly thought of there and last week I spoke with two of her former
colleagues there, one her supervisor, who like me are stunned at Helen’s death.
Helen had actually just started a new assignment for one of my clients and so we
had been in constant touch over the past three weeks.
I shall always remember her great stories and salty humor! She often had me
laughing on the phone. My one huge regret is that we never met in person, although
we’d made plans and tried to on numerous occasions.
I wish I’d known about her musical talent on guitar!
We had a rather long chat on Sept 1, which was longer than we usually spoke, about
45 minutes. She entertained me with a story about meeting Elton John backstage,
when he thanked her for her great legal work! She also told me stories about
“Queenie” her mom, and her proud military dad whom she obviously adored! And
years ago she told me, in vivid detail, a trip she made for business to an
“establishment” on the infamous Admiral Wilson Blvd.
I shall remember Helen fondly and with a smile. I shall miss her greatly. He deserved
a better end. RIP my friend.
Elissa

Elissa R. Outtrim - September 14, 2020 at 01:04 PM

“

“

excuse my error. _She_ deserved a better end. I can hear her laughing now at my typo!!
Elissa R. Outtrim - September 14, 2020 at 01:12 PM

My deepest condolences to Judy, Ann, and her beloved nieces and nephews. I knew
Helen since 1st grade (I think?), at Moravian Prep. I will miss her amazing skills with
language, her great stories, and her kindness. She organized a tribute to one of our
teachers a few years ago - and presented it with aplomb. She had an amazing recall
of events from our early years.
She will be missed.

Janice - September 14, 2020 at 12:59 PM

“

I was devastated to hear about Helen's death. Helen and I worked together for
several years and she left a huge impact on me. Her gregarious nature was
infectious and her euphemisms were epic. But her heart is what I will remember
most. Helen was the kind of person that would give you the shirt off her back and
then figure out what else you needed. I am sending all my love to the family and Judy
during this time.

Sarah Rabinovici - September 14, 2020 at 10:12 AM

“

There are a number of us that wanted to come this morning to celebeare Helen;s life
and grieve her sudden loss with you. Friends from Bethlehem,
Allentown,Reading,Mass., Colo. DC etc. Covid and fears for our families prevent us.
Please kmow that you are in our thoughts. We will all miss her wry sense of humor,
loyal friendship, her smile and her laugh.Especially her laugh.

Patti Dinsmore - September 14, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

And friends from Philly also. I just learned of the loss of Helen. You are in my thoughts for
this immeasurable loss.
Deborah Knight - September 14, 2020 at 10:25 AM

“

My deepest sympathy to Helen’s family and many, many friends. I am very fortunate
to have shared a 46 year friendship with Helen. She was a genuine, caring, self-less
friend. I will treasure my many memories, too numerous to mention, of our time at
Lehigh and the years since. I will miss the funny emails, flashback photos, and
heartfelt phone calls in good times and bad. Rest in Peace number 19. Rosie
Welliver

Rosie Welliver - September 13, 2020 at 09:33 PM

“

I knew Helen as a classmate at Moravian Preparatory School up to the seventh
grade when I changed schools. We later both graduated from Liberty High School. I
last saw her at our 30th Class Reunion in 2003. I am deeply saddened and shocked
by this news. She was funny, kind, energetic, and smart. My condolences to the
family.

Rev. Timothy Bees - September 12, 2020 at 12:54 PM

“

Dear Ann,
I knew Helen and your parents through SVCC, St. Anne's, and Lehigh. This is sad
news. I send my condolences to you and your family.
Mary Lou (Benz) Johansen

Mary Johansen - September 12, 2020 at 07:43 AM

“

Helen and I reconnected on Facebook after many years. She was a sister student at
Moravian and a fierce athlete. Her postings and our communications usually had me
laughing especially the Cat tributes. What a shock - too young, too young.
Condolences to the family. I shall miss her notes and observations. Jessica Kohout

Jessica Kohout - September 11, 2020 at 02:02 PM

“

Helen lived next door to me in our dorm freshman year at Northwestern. Although
she was only there for one year, she made a lasting impression on so many of us.
She always kept in touch, and was forever sending funny little messages to me and
I’m sure to many others. I’ll be forever grateful for her friendship and the many laughs
we shared over the years.

Jean Dorsey Johnson - September 11, 2020 at 01:42 PM

“

“Life is so complex; it is such a paradox”. These were the first words I heard uttered
by 13-year-old Helen as she introduced herself to us near the tennis courts of SVCC.
“I’m sweating like a stevedore” she exclaimed. Even though I didn’t understand the
words, a friendship was born. And now, 50 years later I am mourning her loss. And
what a loss it is!
Helen was (I so want to say “is”) one of a kind. Anyone who knew her cannot
possibly disagree. Witty and brilliant but kind and caring. I don’t think she knew a
stranger. We spent all of our teenage years doing teenage things. If we were playing
a word association she could always come up with the most off-color. We had our
inside jokes including our own lyrics to the 12 Days of Christmas, her being able to
burp most of the alphabet, pot holes, etc. I will treasure those silly memories along
with the more recent memories of baking cookies with our own recipe and taking long
walks to talk about life and love when I was blessed to have her visit me in Atlanta.
In taking notes for what I want to say, I realized I could go on and on about the
wonderful person Helen Richardson was. I often told her she should be a writer as
her talent at communication, in my opinion, was unparalleled. I will miss her constant
devotion to her family and friends, especially as I am honored to have called her one
of mine. Those of you who were lucky enough to know her, don’t need me to make a
list because I’m sure you have seen it firsthand. Rest in peace my oldest friend. Say
hello to the ones we loved who have gone before us. Keep the off-color jokes to a
minimum. I want to make sure I see you in Heaven when I get there. With love and
sympathy to your family.

Patty Gould (Handwerk) - September 11, 2020 at 08:06 AM

“

May her memory be a blessing. There are so many memories, going back more than
35 years: our visit to a not so charming emporium on the Admiral Wilson Blvd doing
research for a copyright litigation and working hard to maintain professional decorum;
all those AIDSWalks and gatherings after; the CLE presentations with the Three
Stooges artwork. No one was more alive, no mentor more dedicated, no friend more
true.

roberta jacobs-meadway - September 10, 2020 at 09:33 PM

“

So many memories of Helen with The Limits in EKRAP studios..recording HIGH IN
THE MID 60s..her Martin 12 string,,her acidic humor..I LOVED THAT..her always
being there..a supporter..a BOX TOPS fan too..great chocolate chip cookies..I am
beyond words now. Rick Levy

rick levy - September 10, 2020 at 09:22 PM

“

My condolences to Helen’s family. Helen was an amazing woman whose love and
friendship I will always cherish. The world is a bit darker without her smile, her wit
and her laugh.

Kathryn Lively-Miller - September 10, 2020 at 08:10 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to Helen's family and her family of friends. I will miss Helen
greatly - truly she was the most loyal, giving, fun-loving, selfless friend one could
ever have. I know she has brought all her joy into her next life, though she leaves a
big hole here on earth.

Nettie Kromayer Bonner - September 10, 2020 at 03:18 PM

“

I was heartbroken to learn of Helen's passing We reconnected on Facebook about a year
ago-- I met Helen and the rest of the Muhlenberg College college relations office crew
when I got a job there as my work-study assignment while a student at 'Berg. . I was so
blessed to know them all--they treated me like one of the team. I remember Helen as
hilarious, loud, in-your-face and overflowing with kindness. I would crack up listening to her
talk on the phone to her parents, Queenie and Fat Wallace. You could hear her laugh
across campus. When I was co-editor of the student newspaper, The Weekly, she loaned
us a picture of the new football coach--the only one available in the Western hemisphere
apparently --warning me we better not lose it--and we did. I think my co-editor and ,I,
Marion Glick, ,drew straws to see who would break the news and I lost. Helen was mad,
but not as mad as she could have been. My favorite memory of Helen: one afternoon I was
walking across campus and she pulled up to me in her--as she called it--"Arrest Me Red"
convertible and screamed, "Hey little girl, want some candy and a ride in a fast car?" She
asked what I was doing and when I said nothing, she said,"Good. Let's go get ice cream,"
and we drove downtown at light speed. Rest easy, Helen. You have left behind many
friends with endless stories about you. I'm just sorry we didn't reconnect sooner.
Ellen R. "Scoop" Delisio, 'Berg Class of '82
Ellen R. Delisio - September 13, 2020 at 01:30 PM

“
“

And my deepest condolences to her family--Ellen Delisio
Ellen R. Delisio - September 13, 2020 at 01:31 PM

Our deepest sympathies to Helen's family and friends! Helen was a neighbor and delightful
friend. We shall miss her big smile and laugh and especially her friendship!
Irene & BIll Koehler
William Koehler - September 13, 2020 at 02:49 PM

“

Ellen, what great memories! Thank you so much for sharing! Gave me a chuckle AND a
smile!
Elissa R. Outtrim - September 14, 2020 at 01:09 PM

“

Like Elissa, I "met" Helen through my work as a legal recruiter, but I had the good fortune to
also meet her in person. She was unfailingly professional, but also always fun and
concerned about the needs and feelings of others. I looked forward to connecting with her.
My love and prayers are with her friends and family. She was a rare breath of fresh air in
the legal community and shall be missed.
Sandy Mannix
Sandy - September 14, 2020 at 02:24 PM

