John Michael Sawyer
January 21, 1998 - March 21, 2021

With deepest sorrow we share the passing of Johnny Sawyer, age 23, our most beloved
son, brother, and friend, who passed suddenly on Sunday, March 21, 2021.
Those who knew Johnny, even just a little, lost a shining light in their lives.
He was born on January 21, 1998, in Bethlehem, PA. He is the son of Robert and Mary B.
Sawyer of Hanover Township, and loving brother to Rocky (Tia), Danny (Allison), and
Jimmy (Kat) Sawyer. He is also survived by his loving grandmother, Joan McEnrue, of
Hanover Township, and many aunts, uncles, and cousins.
Johnny’s love for life, family, and friends was endearing to all who loved and knew him. He
loved animals and always had a great passion for people. John also had a very gentle,
caring heart for the elderly.
John enjoyed snowboarding, playing pool volleyball, and cornhole with his dad and
brothers, spending time with family and friends, and was an avid player of baseball and
soccer. John was also a very talented musician and loved playing his guitar and piano. He
had an ear for music—he could learn and play songs by memory.
John graduated from Liberty High School and attended Northampton Community College.
John worked for Bridgeway Academy in Catasauqua. He previously worked for Blue
Mountain Ski Resort as a snowboard instructor.
We will hold onto his infectious smile, and kind and compassionate spirit. We’ll miss his
great big bear hugs.
May God bless his soul and let his spirit shine down on us as we pray for strength, shared
memories, and for all of the beautiful things Johnny brought to this world.
A visitation will be held at the Connell Funeral Home, 245 East Broad Street, Bethlehem,

on Saturday, March 27, 2021, from 11:00am until 1:00pm. Services will be private.
In lieu of flowers, we ask for a random act of kindness in Johnny’s honor.

Events
MAR
27

Visitation

11:00AM - 01:00PM

The Connell Funeral Home
245 E. Broad St., Bethlehem, PA, US, 18018

Comments

“

Bob and Mary , just came across - so sorry for your loss, beautiful handsome young
man - seems the time he was hear he made a big big differance in lives he touched !!
Peace and lots of love to all of your family. C Plunkett

Carolyn Plunkett - May 12, 2021 at 08:06 PM

“

Dear Mary B, Bob, and family— We just learned of the tragic loss of your beloved
Johnny. We are so heartbroken for you all. We know the pain of losing a precious 23year-old son. Should you ever want to talk, we are here for your family. Sending love
and peace.
~ Rhonda, Jerry, & Alex Miller

Rhonda E. Miller - May 08, 2021 at 08:19 AM

“

Dear MaryBea, Bob & Family,
Words cannot express how shocked and saddened we are by the news of Johnny's
sudden passing. Our hearts ache for you and your beautiful family. We hope you will
find some comfort in knowing you are surrounded by the love of family and many
friends during this most difficult time.
Barb and Mike Hancz

Barb and Mike Hancz - March 29, 2021 at 06:45 PM

“

I had the honor of meeting Johnny through the Visperas family. I will never forget
meeting you for the first time, Johnny- you’re face was literally like a light, and I
remember being fascinated by your knowledge of all music, and your magnetic
presence. You were the cutest boy I had ever seen. You watched everything around
you with such focus, and with a twinkle in your eye. Mischievous and loving and
curious all at once. To the Sawyer family and all who loved and knew Johnny, I am
praying for you today and always. My sincerest condolences.
-Madelyn Dempsey Dundon

Madelyn Dundon - March 28, 2021 at 12:32 AM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of John Michael
Sawyer.

March 25, 2021 at 04:20 PM

“

The Guardian Team purchased the Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket for the
family of John Michael Sawyer.

The Guardian Team - March 25, 2021 at 03:14 PM

“

Mary B, Bob and family. We are so deeply saddened to hear of the loss of your
beloved Johnny. May his memory be a blessing to all who knew him.

Cindy and Brian Burlew - March 25, 2021 at 11:53 AM

“

Sincere condolences to the Sawyer family. Losing a young child is a tremendous
loss. You are all in our thoughts and prayers. Teresa and Aoun Kara

Teresa Kara - March 25, 2021 at 11:41 AM

“

We are sending our deepest and heartfelt condolences even though there are no
words of expression that are adequate enough during times like these. May the Lord
provide the comfort and peace to the family that only He alone can provide and
remembering that Johnny is absent from the body but he is present with the Lord.
Our family share in the memories from the Kingsley Drive and Hazelwood Lane days
as we remember such a wonderful family as yous, and such great neighbors. We are
all just passing through for a season, our eternal home for all that believe is with the
Father, may Johnny' s spirit live on forever more!!!!

Donald and Linda Robison - March 25, 2021 at 05:47 AM

“

To the Sawyer Family,
I am heartbroken to learn of Johnny’s passing. I am praying for peace and comfort
for all of you. His smile will live on in our hearts.

Dr. Lisa Draper - March 24, 2021 at 08:39 PM

“

We are deeply sorry for your loss. Johnny was always such a fun loving young man.
I remember holding him as a baby for our annual stone harbor beach pictures (and
as he got older) watching Johnny dominate in our beach games of ladder ball, can
jam and spike ball. I especially remember babysitting Ben and Michael over the
summer and as a toddler Michael would ask-“Can Sonny (rhymes with Johnny:))
come over to play?”
The bond between Michael and Johnny is such a special one and Johnny will be
missed tremendously.
With love,
Amy and Patrick Henderson

Amy Henderson - March 24, 2021 at 08:29 PM

“

White Standing Spray was purchased for the family of John Michael Sawyer.

March 24, 2021 at 06:22 PM

“

Mary Bee ad Bob, I am incredibly saddened by your tragic loss of Johnny. I know
what a close family you are and I can’t even imagine the devastation resulting from
the absence of one of your precious angels.
I will pray intently for healing and comfort for each Sawyer family member. We never
get over the loss of a child but eventually the tidal waves of grief lessen their grip on
us...

maureen omeara - March 24, 2021 at 05:17 PM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of John Michael
Sawyer.

March 24, 2021 at 05:11 PM

“

Simply Lily was purchased for the family of John Michael Sawyer.

March 24, 2021 at 04:17 PM

“

Healing Tears - Blue and White was purchased for the family of John Michael
Sawyer.

March 24, 2021 at 02:14 PM

“

MaryB, Bob & Family,
We are so truly sorry for the loss of your son. We hope in time wonderful memories
will bring you comfort. Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you.
Our Deepest Sympathies,
Pete & Jean Pepe

Jean Pepe - March 24, 2021 at 12:11 PM

“

Bobby, Mary B and Family,
There are just no words to take away the pain and loss of losing a child. My heart
breaks for you. I have prayed to God to give you some peace in your minds as you
learn to live without Johnny’s physical presence in your lives. The great memories
will keep him alive in your hearts. God Bless.
Linda Watsula

Linda Watsula - March 24, 2021 at 11:13 AM

“

Peaceful Wishes was purchased for the family of John Michael Sawyer.

March 24, 2021 at 09:50 AM

“

Healing Tears - Yellow and White was purchased for the family of John Michael
Sawyer.

March 24, 2021 at 09:45 AM

“

I am so glad I met you. You had such a vibrant light about you. You were so kind, fun
and passionate. I will never forget you and the time we shared. Your light will always
shine and live on through everyone you touched. My thoughts and prayers go out to
your family.

Maddi Donatelli - March 24, 2021 at 08:17 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I do not know John or his family, but have recently lost a
24 year old son myself. There are no words. Accept help, stay close to those that
support you, and do what you need to do. Your beautiful son will not be forgotten,
and someday your family will be whole again. Sending love,

An Understanding Mother - March 24, 2021 at 07:35 AM

“

Blue & White Sympathy Floor Basket was purchased for the family of John Michael
Sawyer.

March 24, 2021 at 07:26 AM

“

We are so very sad to hear of your loss. It is heart breaking. Thinking of you all
during this difficult time, and sending prayers.
Our deepest sympathy,
Jeanne, Terry, Aidan, Brendan, and Maeve Reilly

Jeanne Reilly - March 23, 2021 at 11:02 PM

“

Mary B, Bob and Family
Words can’t express our sadness for your loss. May all the memories you have of
Johnny help you through this most difficult time. We will keep you in our thoughts and
prayers.
Lori and Jeff Muhl

Lori & Jeff Muhl - March 23, 2021 at 10:35 PM

“

Dear MaryBea and Bob, I am so very saddened to hear this aweful news! My heart is
breaking for you and your entire family. Though we don’t see each other very often I think
of the old days at the shop and all of your babies born at that time. I’ve always admired
your love for your family and how close you all are. Please know both Jay and I are holding
you dear in our hearts and praying for strength and healing at this very difficult time. Bridget
I’m just so very sad for you guys. Take care and lean on family and friends for strength. I’m
truly thinking of you all! Miss you my dear friend.
Cheryl and Jay Didyoung
cheryl Didyoung - March 24, 2021 at 07:43 AM

“

Mary B, Bob and family,
We are so saddened for your loss and we send our most sincere condolences. Our
prayers go out to your entire family and friends. May God bless Johnny and may God
bless your entire family at this most difficult time.
Love to all,
Larry, Debbie, Brian, Nikki, Ashley and Austin Benbenek

Larry Benbenek - March 23, 2021 at 10:24 PM

“

Dear Bob, Mary, and Family,
Our most sincere condolences on your loss. We remember the day Johnny was
born; it seems like such a short time ago. At times like this words of comfort are most
difficult to fine. They say the heart misses most what it has loved best. In time may
cherished memories bring you peace and comfort.
Sincerely, Harry and Lorraine Taylor

harry and lorraine taylor - March 23, 2021 at 09:56 PM

“

White (Large) Sympathy Vase Arrangement was purchased for the family of John
Michael Sawyer.

March 23, 2021 at 09:36 PM

“

Sympathy and prayers on the loss of your precious son. Mary Fuehrer

Mary Fuehrer - March 23, 2021 at 08:48 PM

“

Dish Garden with Fresh Cut Flowers was purchased for the family of John Michael
Sawyer.

March 23, 2021 at 08:04 PM

“

Sincerest Sorrow - Blue and White was purchased for the family of John Michael
Sawyer.

March 23, 2021 at 06:04 PM

“

Seems like just yesterday I met Johnny for the first time during senior week. Such a
pure, selfless, fun soul. He will be dearly missed.

Cozette Smith - March 23, 2021 at 04:06 PM

“

Healing Tears - Yellow and White was purchased for the family of John Michael
Sawyer.

March 23, 2021 at 02:14 PM

“

Peace, Prayers & Blessings - Blue and White was purchased for the family of John
Michael Sawyer.

March 23, 2021 at 12:59 PM

“

I am deeply saddened to hear about Johnny. My prayers go out to the entire family. I
will always remember Johnny’s smile and kindness in class. He would enter the room
each day and give a welcoming hug.
God bless,
Jane Ronyack

Jane Ronyack - March 23, 2021 at 11:15 AM

“

Rest In Peace our good friend.

Thomas Bonilla III - March 23, 2021 at 10:32 AM

“

We are deeply sorry and will miss Johnny and his contagious smile and fun.He was a
great young man and we were lucky to have shared beach days with him. STAY
STRONG

DAVE CHRIS RYAN & JULIE DESCHLER - March 23, 2021 at 08:54 AM

“

Dear Sawyer family,
I extend my deep sympathy on the shocking loss of Johnny.
I know you have great family and friends to support you.
I also know that Michael Lehman will always miss his
very close (and sometimes mischievous) friend.
Brian Deschler
Brian Deschler - March 24, 2021 at 11:31 AM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

tom marchak - March 23, 2021 at 07:28 AM

“

I'm praying for all of you, I know that Leanne is with Johnny now and that is
reassuring to me. Words can't express my sadness for your loss...I wish you peace,
love and memories to help you today and tomorrow. Love- Cathy

Cathy Heimsoth - March 22, 2021 at 10:15 PM

“

Jack and I loved our Godson,John, so much.
He was kind, considerate,
loving, generous and had a smile that touched our heart.
We 're so proud of him. He always said" I Love you more."
God bless you,Johnny. We love you more. Xoxo
Faith Ann Ryan - March 22, 2021 at 11:46 PM

“

Johnny was Always So Polite n Very Respectful Young Man.since He was Younger
Remember That Smile May..God Comfort You in the Surroundings of Family n Friends . N
Give You Strength.
Barbara Hill - March 23, 2021 at 05:29 AM

“

So very sorry to hear about Johnny. My sincerest sympathy to all the family.
Bonnie Kelleher
Bonnie - March 23, 2021 at 10:51 AM

“
“

So very sorry for you loss sending prayers and all my Love
shirley - March 23, 2021 at 11:05 AM

We are so sad to hear about Johnny. What a precious son he was and a kind human being,
always so polite and cordial.
Our deepest sympathy and love to the entire family.
Jeff and Noreen Mohler
Noreen Mohler - March 23, 2021 at 02:09 PM

“
“

My deepest condolences to the entire family during this difficult time. Mrs. G
Mrs. Guzman - March 23, 2021 at 02:57 PM

Oh my goodness. I am so very sorry to hear of Johnny’s passing. I have thought of that
sweet guy many times over the years! He stole my heart when we had him in our preschool
class at HTCC. I still cherish the gift he gave me. It was clear so early on, what a gentle
and generous personality he had. I’ll pray for your family during this difficult time.
Mrs. (Diana) Kocon
Diana - March 23, 2021 at 05:48 PM

“

Mary B, Bob and your family, my heart aches for you and I understand your pain at losing a
child. I am so very sorry for your loss and may God grant you comfort and peace in the
days ahead! No words can ease that hole in your hearts, but you are all in my prayers and
will continue to be as you bear this grief. Aunt Lucille
Lucille Bringenberg - March 23, 2021 at 08:12 PM

“

Dear Mary B and Bob: Brian and I were so sorry to hear this. I'm so sad for your beautiful
family. I'm remembering Johnny and Michael at the baseball field ... very cute together. He'll
be missed by so many people. My heart goes out to you. With love, Lisa Deschler.
Lisa Deschler - March 24, 2021 at 10:51 AM

